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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant filed application on 07/01/2003. 

2. Claims 1-21 are pending. 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 07/01/2003. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
Information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



5. Claim 12, and 15 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Buck et al. (Buck hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,078.866, published: June 20. 2000). 



Regarding Claim 12. Buck discloses a network-based message board system, 
said network-based message board system comprising a set of computer Instructions 
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for: displaying a liypertext link on a predetermined line number (Fig. 4A, items 5a, 
URL#1 , URL#2, etc. Col. 6, lines 23 - 28, Buck) within a fixed number of lines of a 
message board display (Col. 6, lines 24 - 26, Buck^). 

Regarding Claim 15, Buck discloses a method for embedding a hypertext link in 
an Internet message board display, said method compromising: 

displaying on a predetermined set of particular display line positions within a 
fixed number of display line positions on a particular Internet message board a plurality 
of offer displays (Fig. 2B, Col. 6 and 7, lines 24 - 26 and 4-5, Buck). 

Regarding Claim 16, Buck discloses a method wherein each particular display 
line position in the predetermined set of particular display line positions comprises a 
single offer display (Fig. 4A, item 5a, URL#1 , Col. 6, lines 27 - 28, Buck). 



^ Examiner interprets the range between highest to lowest to be the fixed number of lines. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 1 - 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Buck et al. (Buck hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,078,866, filed: September 14, 1998) in 
view of L. Vigil et al. (Vigil hereinafter) (US Patent Pub. Application No. 2001/0034654 
Al. filed: May 10. 2001). 

Regarding Claim 1, Buck discloses a network-based message board system 
(Col. 3 and 4, lines 66 - 67 and 1 - 4, Buck), said system compromising: 

a listing server connected to a network accessible by a plurality of users (Col. 4, 
lines 1-2, Listing server. Buck); 

a message board site listings database accessible by the listing server, said site 
listings database comprising a plurality of site listings (Col. 4, lines 2-3, listing 
database, Buck), wherein each site listing comprises an embedded advertising link offer 
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identifier (Col. 4, lines 6-8, denonfiinated value to be paid, Buck), and a Web site 
address (Col. 4, lines 5-6, network address, Buck); 

Buck further discloses advertising offers displayed to customers (Col. 8, lines 58 
- 61, Buck). However, Buck is silent with respect to an embedded advertising link offer 
database. On the other hand, Vigil discloses an embedded advertising link offer 
database accessible by the listing server (Fig. 1 , item 200, Page 5, [0050], lines 1 - 2, 
Vigil), said embedded advertising link offer database comprising a plurality of embedded 
advertising link offers (Page 4, [0033], lines 4-9, Vigil), wherein each embedded 
advertising link offer comprises an embedded advertising link offer identifier (Fig. 2, item 
21 1 , Page 6, [0056], lines 6 - 7, ad ID, Vigil), a corresponding message board identifier 
(Fig. 2, item 213, Page 6, [0056], lines 6-7, company ID, Vigil), and an identifier of a 
particular display position within a fixed number of displayable positions on a message 
board that corresponds to said message board identifier (Fig. 2, item 217, Page 6, 
[0058], lines 8-15, Entrant Limit, Vigil^). In would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Vigil to 
the system and method of Buck. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do so, as 
suggested by Vigil, in order to present an effective system for presenting 
advertisements to consumers (Page 1 , [0005], lines 1 - 4, Vigil) and storing a link to the 
advertiser's e-commerce site (Page 1, [0006], lines 14-15, Vigil). 



^ Examiner interprets the Entrant Limit (included on Vigil's disclosure) as an identifier of a particular 
display position. According to Vigil, the entrant limit field would determine a display position, such as, 
detennnining the date, time, or after how many viewer entries to conduct drawings (Examiner also 
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Regarding Claim 2, the combination of Bucl^ in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
said system further comprising: 

a message board display program means, said message board display program 
means comprising executable program instructions for displaying a plurality of 
messages corresponding to a particular message board (Fig. 4, item 435 and 445, Page 
9, [0086], lines 3-7. Vigil); and 

said message board display program means further comprising executable 
program instructions for displaying each site listing of a plurality of site listings 
corresponding to the particular message board (Col. 6, lines 36-41, Buck) wherein 
each site listing is displayed on the particular display position corresponding to the 
particular embedded advertising link offer corresponding to the particular site listing 
(Col. 6, lines 38 - 40, Buck^). 

Regarding Claim 3, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
said system further comprising: 

an account interface to the network wherein said account interface is accessible 
by a plurality of subscribers (Fig. 2A, items 21 and 22, Col. 6, lines 48-51, Buck), and 
wherein said account interface comprising a set of program instructions for receiving 
information input by respective subscribers corresponding to a particular site listing (Fig. 
2A, items 29, 27, 25, and 26, Col. 6, lines 62 - 67, Buck). 



interprets that conducting the drawings would have to involve displaying drawing prizes and results to 
customers and/viewers). 
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Regarding Claim 4, tlie combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein each embedded advertising link offer in the embedded advertising link offer 
database further comprises a fixed denominated value (Fig. 2, item 21 1 , Page 6, [0056], 
lines 6 - 7, ad ID, Vigil). 

Regarding Claim 5, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein each site listing in the message board site listings database further comprises a 
denominated value (Col. 4, lines 6-8, denominated value to be paid, Buck; and. Fig. 2, 
item 21 1, Page 6. [0056], lines 6 - 7, ad ID, Vigil). 

Regarding Claim 6, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein the denominated value comprises a subscriber-determined bid amount input by 
a particular subscriber (Col. 8, lines 45 - 47, credit points. Buck). 

Regarding Claim 7, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein said bid amount may be adjusted by the particular subscriber during a defined 
adjustment period (Col. 9, lines 2-13, Buck). 



^ Examiner interprets the feature of displaying listings from the highest to the lowest and displaying 
listings by categories and subcategories (disclosed in Buck's invention) as a system for displaying site 
listings on a particular display position. 
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Regarding Claim 8, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein said account interface further comprises means for allowing a subscriber to 
enter a particular bid amount for a particular site listing (Col. 8, lines 45 - 47, Buck). 

Regarding Claim 9, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein said account interface provides means for each subscriber to search and view 
site listings previously entered by the particular subscribe (Col. 8, lines 14-18, 
reviewed at a later date, Buck), wherein said account interface provides means for 
displaying said site listings for the particular subscriber ranked in comparison to 
denominated values of other site listings entered by other subscribers (Col. 6, lines 38 - 
41, Buck"*). 

Regarding Claim 10, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein said account interface further provides means for each subscriber to enter a 
new bid amount in order to change the ranking of said subscriber's site listing relative to 
those of the other subscribers (Col. 8, lines 23 - 26 and 31 - 32, Buck^). 

Regarding Claim 1 1, the combination of Buck in view of Vigil discloses a system, 
wherein said account interface further comprising: 

^ According to Buck's disclosure, the listings will be displayed to users according to different categories 
and subcategories, including denominated values from highest to lowest (Col. 6. lines 38-41, Buck). 
Examiner interprets this feature as a system for displaying site listings for the particular subscriber ranked 
in comparison to denominated values. 
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a set of program instructions for maintaining for each particular subscriber a set 
of information for a plurality of embedded advertising link offers (Col. 6, lines 59 - 67, 
listing management program "URL POSITION MANAGERS", Buck). 



8, Claim 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Buck et al. (Buck hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,078,866, filed: September 14, 1998) in 
view of Soulanille (Soulanille hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,978,263 B2, filed: June 1 , 
2001). 

Regarding Claim 13, Buck discloses a network-based message board system, 
said network-based message board system further comprising a set of computer 
instructions for: 

updating the message board display with a new message (Col. 7, lines 10-13, 
Buck); and 

However, Buck is silent with respect to preserving the hypertext link position at 
the predetemriined line number of the message board display. On the other hand, 
Soulanille discloses this limitation (Col. 21 , lines 48 - 50 and 56 - 60, Soulanille). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the teachings of Soulanille to system and method of Buck. Skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Soulanille (Col. 4, lines 10 



^ Examiner interprets: subscribers entering new bid amount in order to change the ranking of the 
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-13, Soulanille), to provide an improved method for selecting and ordering search 
results listings that can maximize revenue for the search engine operator as well 
improving click through rates for web site promoters. 

Regarding Claim 14, the combination of Buck in view of Soulanille discloses a 
network-based message board system, said network-based message board system 
comprising a set of computer instructions for: 

preserving a position of an advertising link at a fixed display position within a 
message board display (Col. 21, lines 48 - 50 and 56 - 60, Soulanille). 

9. Claim 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Buck et al. (Buck hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,078,866, filed: September 14, 1998) In 
view of Narin et al. (Narin hereinafter) (US Patent Pub. App. No. 2002/0046045 Al , 
filed: June 28, 2001). 

Regarding Claim 17, Buck discloses all limitations as disclose above, including a 
method wherein each particular display line position of the predetemnined set of 
particular display line positions is dedicated to displaying offers (Fig. 4A, item 5a, 
URL#1 , Col. 6, lines 27 - 28, Buck). However, Buck is silent with respect to sell 
displayable web space. On the other hand, Narin discloses selling displayable space 



subscribers' site listing, as the adjustment period of the rankings (disclosed in Buck's invention, Col. 8, 
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(Page 5, [0040], lines 26 - 31 , Narin). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the Invention was made to add the Narin's teachings with 
respect to displayable space to the system and method of Buck. Skilled artisan would 
have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Narin (Page 1, [0008], lines 1-3, 
Narin), in order to provide users with an Infrastructure for shopping with a user 
application, such as content-rendering application. 

Regarding Claim 18, the combination of Buck in view of Narin discloses a 
method wherein each subscriber display comprises a hypertext link (Fig. 4B, items 15a, 
Col. 6, lines 40 - 41 , hyperlinks. Buck). 

Regarding Claim 19, the combination of Buck In view of Narin discloses a 
method wherein the subscriber has paid a predetermined fee for a predetemnlned 
period of time for displaying the subscriber display (Col. 4, lines 54 - 56, subscription 
service on a periodic basis. Buck). 

Regarding Claim 20, the combination of Buck In view of Narin discloses a 
method wherein the subscriber has paid a bid for a particular period of time for 
displaying the subscriber display (Col. 7 and 8, lines 67 and 1 - 2; respect, Buck). 



lines 23 - 26). 
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Regarding Claim 21, the combination of Buck in view of Narin discloses a 
method wherein the particular subscriber display may be repositioned among the 
predetermined set of particular display line positions within the fixed number of display 
line positions (Col. 7, lines 43 - 48, Buck®). 



^ Examiner interprets improving the listings' position (taught in Buck disclosure) as a method to reposition 
a subscriber display. 
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Prior Art Made Of Record 

1 . Buck et al. (US Patent No. 6,078,866, filed: September 14, 1998) discloses an 
internet site searching searching and listing service based on monetary ranking of site 
listings. 

2. L. Vigil et al. (US Patent Pub. Application No. 2001/0034654 Al , filed: May 1 0, 
2001) discloses an interactive internet advertising and e-commerce method and system. 

3. Soulanille (US Patent No. 6,978,263 B2, filed: June 1 , 2001) discloses a system 
and method for influencing a position on a search result list generated by a computer 
network search engine. 

4. Narin et al. (US Patent Pub. App. No. 2002/0046045 A1 , filed: June 28, 2001 ) 
discloses an architecture for electronic shopping service integratable with a software 
application. 

5. Davis et al. (US Patent No. 6.983,272 82; and US Patent No. 6,269,361 B1) 
discloses a system and method for influencing a position on a search result list 
generated by a computer network search engine. 

6. Colace et. al. (US Patent No. 6,826,572 B2) discloses a system and method 
allowing advertisers to manage search listings in a pay for placement search system 
using grouping. 

7. Conwell et al. (US Patent No. 6,970,886 81) discloses consumer driven methods 
for associating content identifiers with related web addresses. 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Giovanna Colan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2752. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supen/isor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Giovanna Colan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 
February 16, 2006 




